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SGA Overview
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What Is A Supraglottic Airway?

Supraglottic airways (SGAs) are airway devices placed above the glottis 

to facilitate ventilation. They are widely used in operating rooms to 

provide a temporary airway for short procedures, helping to avoid more 

invasive options such as endotracheal intubation. SGAs are now also 

frequently utilized in emergency airway management across both hospital 

and pre-hospital settings.

Cuff placement 

above glottis
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Where are SGAs Used?

EMS – Ambulance

•  Easy-to-place airway 

   for ventilation

Emergency Department

•  Difficult airway recovery

•  Easy-to-place airway 

   for ventilation

•  Supraglottic airway 

   facilitated intubation

OR (Short Procedures) 

& Surgery Centers

•  Ventilation of 

   anesthetized patients

Crash Carts

• Intubation drawer
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AirLife Air-Q3 Product Overview
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AirLife Air-Q® Product Family

Air-Q®3 Air-Q®sp3 Air-Q®sp3GAir-Q®3GAir-Q®

Discontinued in 2023
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Air-Q3 Product Codes

Size Air-Q3 Air-Qsp3 Air-Q3G Air-Qsp3G

0 30005 40005 50005 60005

0.5 30055 40055 50055 60055

1.0 30105 40105 50105 60105

1.5 30155 40155 50155 60155

2 30205 40205 50205 60205

3 30305 40305 50305 60305

4 30405 40405 50405 60405

5 30505 40505 50505 60505

Air-Q3

A single tube with 

integrated bite block. 

Manual inflation with 

pilot balloon.

Focus Areas:

•  Operating room

•  Short procedural areas

•  Labor & delivery

Air-Qsp3

A single tube with 

integrated bite block and 

self-pressurizing mask.

Focus Areas:

•  Operating room

•  Short procedural areas

•  Emergency Department

•  Acute care floors

•  Labor & delivery

Air-Q3G

Dual gastric channels 

with integrated bite block. 

Manual inflation with pilot 

balloon.

Focus Areas:

•  Operating room

•  Short procedural areas

•  Emergency Department

•  Acute care floors

•  EMS

Air-Qsp3G

Dual gastric channels with 

integrated bite block and 

self-pressurizing mask.

Focus Areas:

•  Operating room (if using iGel)

•  Short procedural areas

•  Emergency Department

•  Acute care floors

•  EMS
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Air-Q®3

Focus Areas: 
Operating rooms & short procedural areas

Features:
• Single tube with integrated bite block
• Manual inflation with pilot balloon
• Functions like a generation 1 with added 
  safety benefits

Item Codes:
30005 - Size 0
30055 - Size 0.5
30105 - Size 1.0
30155 - Size 1.5
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30205 - Size 2
30305 - Size 3
30405 - Size 4
30505 - Size 5
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Air-Q®sp3

Focus Areas: 
Operating rooms, short procedural areas, Emergency 
Departments, acute care floors

Features:
• Single tube with integrated bite block
• Self pressurizing mask

Item Codes:
40005 - Size 0
40055 - Size 0.5
40105 - Size 1.0
40155 - Size 1.5
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40205 - Size 2
40305 - Size 3
40405 - Size 4
40505 - Size 5
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Air-Q®3G

Focus Areas: 
Operating rooms, short procedural areas, Emergency 
Departments, EMS, crash carts

Features:
• Dual gastric channels with integrated bite block
• Manual inflation with pilot balloon

Item Codes:
50005 - Size 0
50055 - Size 0.5
50105 - Size 1
50155 - Size 1.5
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Why Two Gastric Channels?
Having two large channels allows for more fluid to suction out faster. They 
open to a large opening at the distal tip. They can be beneficial for non-
fasted patients, especially during CPR, to prevent aspiration in the lungs.

50205 - Size 2
50305 - Size 3
50405 - Size 4
50505 - Size 5
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Air-Q®sp3G

Focus Areas: 
Operating rooms (if using iGel), short procedural areas, 
Emergency Departments, EMS

Features:
• Dual gastric channels with integrated bite block
• Self pressurizing mask

Item Codes:
60005 - Size 0
60055 - Size 0.5
60105 - Size 1
60155 - Size 1.5
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60205 - Size 2
60305 - Size 3
60405 - Size 4
60505 - Size 5
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Air-Q3 In-Service Videos

Manual Inflation Models (Air-Q3 & Air-Q3G) Self Pressurizing Models (Air-Qsp3 & Air-Qsp3G)

https://youtu.be/eutzrWoUwYU?si=RxLgOE2P2_JXsg0y
https://youtu.be/eutzrWoUwYU?si=RxLgOE2P2_JXsg0y
https://youtu.be/eutzrWoUwYU?si=RxLgOE2P2_JXsg0y
https://youtu.be/eutzrWoUwYU?si=RxLgOE2P2_JXsg0y
https://youtu.be/eutzrWoUwYU?si=RxLgOE2P2_JXsg0y
https://youtu.be/mFn2Qzho5oo?si=tlqFqFcujStdJQeB
https://youtu.be/mFn2Qzho5oo?si=tlqFqFcujStdJQeB
https://youtu.be/mFn2Qzho5oo?si=tlqFqFcujStdJQeB
https://youtu.be/mFn2Qzho5oo?si=tlqFqFcujStdJQeB
https://youtu.be/mFn2Qzho5oo?si=tlqFqFcujStdJQeB
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Air-Q3 Features Color-coded connector

All silicone tube and mask

Dual gastric channels

Elevated
mask heel

Epiglottis elevator

Aperture hole

ETT ramp

Self-pressurizing (SP) cuff

Extra-large gastric inlet

Anatomical curve
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Air-Q3 Features
Color Coded Connector

For easy size identification. Removable tethered 

connector enables insertion of larger endotracheal tube 

through Air-Q3 tube.

All Silicone

Smoother intubation with less lubricant. Not impacted by 

temperature or moisture.

Anatomical Curve

Designed to follow the natural anatomy for easier 

placement and improved sealing.

Elevated Mask Heel

Improves cuff seal around opening to the trachea. Seals 

off esophagus.

Aperture Hole

Enables transfer of air if main inlet becomes occluded.

Epiglottis Elevator

Allows epiglottis to rise further up, opening the glottis 

further to improve vocal cord view.

ETT Ramp

Angles ETT into correct trajectory to slide right between 

vocal cords.

Dual Gastric Channels (G Models)

Larger gastric opening at the distal tip and large dual 

gastric channels allow for better flow, removing more fluid 

and lessening the chance of blockage. It also allows for 

larger catheters to be placed if desired.

Self Pressurizing Mask (SP Models)

Controlled by inspiratory/expiratory pressure. No manual 

inflation needed! Prevents consistent pressure on the 

airway walls. Less internal “bruising.”
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What is “Self-Pressurizing?”

When a SGA is inserted, the mask is 

inflated to create a seal above the glottis, 

allowing for gas flow to the lungs. This has 

traditionally been done using an air-filled 

syringe and a pilot line to fill the mask.

The Air-Q3 Self-Pressurizing style allows 

for the cuff to inflate based on the 

transpulmonary pressure that exists in the 

airways. When transpulmonary pressure is 

increased in the case of positive pressure 

ventilation with a ventilator, resuscitation 

device, or mouth-to-tube, there is an 

equilibrium port inside the cuff of the 

mask that allows the cuff to inflate 

proportional to the transpulmonary 

pressure increase, or ventilation pressure.

Mask Seal

Equilibrium Port
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Clinical Difference of Silicone

• Has been deemed body safe in a solid form, for 

implantation, and for use in invasive procedures

• Is unimpacted by environmental temperatures and will 

instantly conform to the airway anatomy

• Requires minimal lubricant when inserting into an 

airway, which will allow it to slide in with little difficulty

• This also applies to intubating with a PVC tube or 

placing a gastric tube

• PVC and silicone do not “stick” together like 

PVC on PVC will. Thus, requiring very little, if 

any, lubricant to allow insertion of the ETT or 

gastric catheter into the Air-Q3

Tube and 

mask are fully 

silicone
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Air-Q3 Neonatal Sizes

•  Air-Q3 is one of the only Size 0 SGAs on the market today.

•  Increasing interest as more NICUs begin to trial

*  Neonatal sizes are not simply scaled down models of adult Air-Q3s. 

   The tube, mask, and bowl are designed specifically for the infant anatomy.

Item Description Size

30005 Air-Q3 0

30055 Air-Q3 0.5

40005 Air-Qsp3 0

40055 Air-Qsp3 0.5

50005 Air-Q3G 0

50055 Air-Q3G 0.5

60005 Air-Qsp3G 0

60055 Air-Qsp3G 0.5
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Air-Q3 Neonatal Inservice

Air-Q3 Infant Inservice

https://youtu.be/mAx0AagB2w0?si=OBqwkPSPedzPzh4g
https://youtu.be/mAx0AagB2w0?si=OBqwkPSPedzPzh4g
https://youtu.be/mAx0AagB2w0?si=OBqwkPSPedzPzh4g
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Air-Q3 Exchangers

• Used to aid in removing the Air-Q3 post-

endotracheal tube intubation

• Single use, disposable

• Sold separately from Air-Q3 airways

Item Stylet Size Air-Q3 Size Max OETT Weight Pk

10-1006 00 0 – 1.5 4.5 mm 0 – 17 kg 10

10-1005 0 2 – 3 6.0 mm 17 – 60 kg 10

10-1004 1 4 – 5 9.0 mm > 60 kg 10
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Thank You

20


	Slide 1: Air-Q3 Product Training
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Air-Q®3
	Slide 9: Air-Q®sp3
	Slide 10: Air-Q®3G
	Slide 11: Air-Q®sp3G
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Thank You

